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Attorney General Statement on 4th Circuit Ruling on Maryland
Firearm Safety Act

Baltimore, MD (February 4, 2016) --Attorney General Brian E. Frosh issued the following
statement on today's ruling by the U.S. Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals on the Maryland Firearm
Safety Act:

"The Maryland Firearm Safety Act is a common-sense law designed to reduce gun violence and
make our communities safer. It remains the law in Maryland.

The 2-1 decision handed down today by the Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals returns the case to
the district court for further proceedings, and it also conflicts sharply with rulings of other federal
appellate courts.

Those courts have uniformly upheld assault weapons bans and limits on large capacity
magazines. Those courts have not imposed the standard of review adopted by the 2-judge
majority today, but instead follow a standard that gives greater deference to the public safety and
health concerns that led the legislature to enact this law. As a dissent by Judge King notes: "There
is sound reason to conclude that the Second Amendment affords no protection whatsoever to the
assault rifles and shotguns, copycat weapons, and large-capacity detachable magazines that are
banned by the State of Maryland.'

As Attorney General, | remain fully committed to defending Maryland's law, and to defending
the courageous votes taken by the Maryland General Assembly so that we can continue to
protect public safety and reduce the risk of deadly gun violence.

Rest assured, the Office of the Attorney General will seek further review of the majority
decision, either by the full Fourth Circuit sitting en banc, or by the U.S. Supreme Court.”
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